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manlijm  thoun  ipur 
churchw  to  adofU  •  *moi« 
^•OQrHBivv  uppirnctt*  to 


Pgea  /eads  *Group  to  Team*  conference 


•pirftiMiondphysicaldorv 
goTB  ol  drug  uook  •  Canadton 
Bia’tnt  iMdor  hM  aaid  .  A 

Act  piatid  CanadWWHfc^ 

on  Juna  19  by  a  S2-29^S£^^ 
aftar  pasair^  lha  Housaof 
Commrain  Nowambai. 
accoiding  to  madia  raporta. 
Adtdta  wiW  ba  aiowad  to  pur- 
chaaa,  poaaaas.  ahara.  and 
oultivata  limiiad  quaniitiaa  of 
cannabia.  E>#arvDna  ia  ocm 
going  to  ba  aapoaad,  aaid 
Garry  TaiNoa  national  minia- 
try  laadar  for  tba  Canadian 
National  Bapbat  Conwantion 
(CNBCX  *ao  tha  church  ia 
goiTHl  to  hava  to  taka  a  fitda 
mora  aggrassiva  approach 
to  deuBloping  (an  attack),., 
and  an  aducaiKtn  (piograml  i 
abitse" 


Baokad  by  kfaaiza  8  ^ 

cutouts  of  paraortal*  , 

ity  typaa  lourKl  in  '  S  la "  I 

churohas.  Raggia  |  Ig  K  R 

Ogaa.  aaaociata  daan  P  |  ?  B 

of  tha  fVofaiiional  Ig 

Doctoral  Program  at  IS  |d|| 

Naw  Orfaant  Sami- 

ruKy.  apaaks  at  Group  fi|  rIh 

to  Taam.  a  confar-  IglxaS 

tha  Pastor Aaadar-  B I  ifi  fi  i 

ship  Dapartment  and 
tha  Diactpla  Davalop- 
man!  Camar  at  tha 

Mississippi  Baptist  AUG  0  S  2018 

Cors«ntion  Board 

The  eontaf«nc«  was  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  HISTORICAL 

ubrary  and  archives 

by  WiHoin  H  V  ,  QOI  C0ITin)CrC3  StfTOt  MOO 
*  Erkins  JfJ  kililtWllte.IbnnoGCdo  37203-3830 


haid  St  Broadmoor 
Church,  Madison. 
^^Iibto  by  WiMism  H. 
*  Erkins  JfJ 


?  ffmatiani'Ttnraiiti*  Inte 


nStTmay  haat  attposadfl 
>  paraonal  irdormalion  dftun 
jam  arKi  formar  ampioyaas. 
aoksKaars.  and  appMctints. 
Lattam  mailad  to  afiactad  in¬ 
dividuals  on  July  6  aaid  IMS 
^diaowarad  urtuauai  acliv^ 
in  our  IT  natM#ork*  on  April  t1 
aiKl  bagan  an  inuaaiigation 
that  confirmad  an  'unknoavn 
extamal  actor^  gainad  ao- 
caaa  to  parsonnal  racords 
that  containad  namaa.  ad- 
drasaas.  birth  dataa.  contact 
informatioa  Soda!  Sacurity 
numbers,  and  kmiu^  health 
irtformalion.  A  July  '16  state- 
mam  lalaaaad  to  Baptist 
Prats  noted  tha  breach  did 
not  affect  tha  IMS's  financial 
symanw.  aroai  akamms.  or 
fUmaHipnat  records,  and  that 
IMB  tAnciah  have  moaivad 
no  Hltttcaiion  at  of  Bia  data 
of  Bta  atatamam  that  tha 
compmimaad  data  haa  haan 
misiaMd.  IMB  has  proyidad 
thafofcsMqapai^afaan- 

hltpey^dajiMdaam. 


piM  4877)  291^1067 


1R9  FVf  MnMNIJDf 

OrniAA.  Canada  (BP) 


LifeWay's  former  Sullivan  Tower  demolished 

Named  for  Miss,  native  James 
L.  Sullivan,  president  of  LifeWay 
forerunner  from  iQSS-ig?*? 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  site  is  curreody  beiitt  cleared 
raporta)  —  Tluxteeii  yean  af-  for  devafopment  intohotel,  of¬ 
fer  Ae  death  of<dte  MwaiHeipm  fioe  bufldnigB,  restatirantB,  ra- 
Baptiat  for  whom  it  was  Daniel  tail,  and  venues, 

the  u-atoiy  SuOivan  Tower  oo  After  ■g'lling  die  proper^  for 
the  fomier  campus  of  LifeWay  $125  million  in  201&  LifeWay 
Ouistian  Reaoiiroea  in  down-  rdocatedtoanewfiamityalwin 
town  Nashville  was  imploded  on  downtown  NashvOle. 

July  21.  Sullivan  was  “oiie  of  the  truly 

J^  contmues  are  James  L.  great  tellers  in  om  convention.^ 
Sullivan  s  monumental  _  mM  .limmv  nmnM- 


Sullivan  was  ^one  of  the  truly 
:  oontimies  are  James  L.  great  feelers  in  oiv  convention.^ 
8  monumental  _  ai4d  Jimmy  Dn^,  who 


legacy  as  a  Southern  Bi^ 
dst  statesman  and  the 
more  than  60  boxes  of 
his  papers  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  library  and  I 
Historical  Archivea  in 
Nadivflle. 

SuBivan,  a  native  of 
SuDivan’s  HoDow  in 

WialdfeO  Ooiady  .tsaa  bap- 
tfead  &  the  age  of  u  dt  Fhit 


led  LifeWay  from  iggi 
until  hia  2006  redrement 
The  SBCs  strengdi  is 
*iiot  onl^  becauae  of  our 
devotion  to  the  Scripture 
as  the  inerrant  Word  of 
_  CSod,  bid  alao  becauae  of 

WMM  ^  I—.  artunte  tibeyews 

aw  SUV* 

dent  oftfaeBaptiat  Sunday  SdKMl  si^ya,,  (W^jhai  s«#hem 

Hgunfflte  KUi.b4Mat  to  1975-  Baptiat  aModalioiM  to  the  Mate 
fif^S  ■^SSSlPa/nK’T.^!!!^!  ««>«*6ooal  aanaaioiie  au^ 

daaaicbookBaptlatPblByitol 

were  aaoed  tram  1950  to  losh,  t — -1 .  *-» - ~  • 

--  **  **  — _ —  -  ^  vw  nao  a  vunpeiauve  rramnm. 

The  former  145  acre  UfcWsy  •••  bullivam  on  p.  a 


nfeCooperadva  Program— in  ms 
cfemk  boolL  Baptiat  Polhy  As  I 
Baa  It,  Ud^  pubidfed  in  1983 
and  eipaniM  rna^medlion. 

*IhM  of  ui  in  our  90a  can 
rememper  wnai  E  was  aaB  Deaxfe 
wa  had  a  Cbopcradve  Froasam,* 

Suiilvan,  at  ape  91,  iflid  te  SBC 

MO  auLLiVAM  on  p.  a  SuBivan  Tosfer 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Who  created  Creation? 


Maybe  if s  just  but 

I  tend  to  take  offense 
%vfaen  1  read  an  artkie 
or  watch  a  television  show  that 
attemM  to  minimixe  and/ 
or  exjMain  away  the  incredible 


involved  in  the  creation  of  ah 
there  ever  has  been  and  ever 
win  be.  God  spoke  everydiing 
into  enstence  (Genesis  i)! 

Whaf  8  so  unacceptable  about 
that?  Whaf  8  so  hud  to  believe? 

My  American-style  liberal 
arts  education  tau^t  me  to  be 
open-minded  and  consider  all 
viewpoints  on  a  matter  before 
making  up  my  mind.  That 
must  be  why  I  read  those  ar¬ 
ticles  and  vratch  those  shows, 
or  maybe  Fm  just  a  button 
for  gu^stoe^BitPer 

Oeation 

the  credit  to  Go^O 

Even  when  I  school 
and  the  earth's  crust  was  cool¬ 
ing  (as  my  difldrentidl  H),  foere 
were  sdentific  theories  about 
hem  the  Universe  came  to  be. 
Much  of  the  infonnatioii  was 
convindDg.  and  I  eoidd.ieebow 
in  His  hiM  God  could  uae  all 
of  that  tocroMe  the  Uohene, 
but  my  flsaa  fiianmHng  mies- 
tions  Mwaytvfere,'..JTOwhat 
came  before  thal?^  after  I  had 
already  asked.  *WeU.  who  act 
off  that  action?  Soowody  had 
to.  you  know.” 

Did  the  Big  Baimcceite  the 
Univerae?  Wdl.  who  aetoff  die 
Big  Bang?  Somebo^  had  to. 
you  know,  and  what  camcbi^ 
fore  tluu?  Did  Ughtning  strike 
a  mud  hole,  anoour  anoestors 
crawl  out?  Same  questions. 
Was  it  a  chemkal  reactiDn 
somewhere  in  earth's  super¬ 
heated  early  atmo^ere  that 
sparked  life?  Same  auestloas. 

We  cant  folly  unoerstand 
how  the  Universe  was  created, 
because  we  cant  understand 
everything.  We  will  never  be 
able  to  understand  everything 
before  Jesus  returns.  We  keep 
trying,  and  keep  discovering 
new  tnin»  about  CrealfoB  to 
this  day.  out  how  can  we  ever 
know  everything? 


Space.com  reported  last  week 
that  scientists  involved  in  the 
Pianck  Mission  of  the  European 
Space  Agenmr  announced  that 
long  years  ot  satellite-based 
resoireb  has  reaffirmed  the 
Standard  cosmoloeica]  model  of 
the  composition  of  the  Universe 
and  once  again  confinned  the 
existence  m  the  mysterious, 
undetectable  dark  matter  that 
dwells  invisibly  between  the 
matter  in  the  universe  that  can 
be  detected. 

To  put  that  announcement 
in  language  even  a  newspaper 
editor  can  understand,  it  means  ' 
there's  a  lot  of  stuff  out  there 
that  God  created  to  hdp  hold  die 
Universe  together  that  we  still 
don't  iindei^and. 

A  littk  closer  to  home,  idhthy- 

a^(y..g^in1S 

ffiacBveredsprevioow  unknown 
qMdes  of  dogfirii  shan  in  010* 
own  Gulf  of  Btako.  Souofos 
Clarfceis  «ma  oonfiimea  as  a  new 


guy  other 


.  afeolmali  htiBiber 

initioiiadiatcmi|iit 
Mintnn  find  Win  tn 


theDNA 


syesthaialhwrwfl^toiiB- 
tify  food  in  the  dukoBaa  of  the 
Gulf  s  deepest  reafifaffriahRib* 

nanre.  SQfiiaha  Clarlaai;  tMee 
those  eyea  far  youtseif. 

If  s  pretty  easy  to  aceaef^ai 
we  dont  kimw  isid  wuhtbow 
evfTythii^(  the  Unhwae, 
bid  we  don't  even  know  all 
there  is  to  knownboot  Creadon 
on  our  own  pUmel.  If  s  obvious 
wr  never  win  achieve  duit  goal 
hare  on  eardi.  ddier. 

Perhaps,  then,  we  should 
give  up  me  Quest  to  unaeat  God 
as  Creator  ot  everything  and 
accept  that  He  dia  it.  In  die  ^ 
apace  of  inat  one  week,  the  vast^  If  ^ 
neas  of  the  Univerae  and  a  Iittle^=^* :  * 
fish  just  outside  our  badi  door  '■ 

pror^  that  feet  once  again.  ' 


Another  Central  Asian  nation,  Ka¬ 
zakhstan  (pop.  six  millioQ),  has  been 
recommended  for  inclusion  on  die  State 
Depaitinenf  8  religious  liberty  watch  hrt 
by  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Intemadonal 
ReUgfous  Freedom  (USQRF). 

^fifthnatkmfoCeDtralAsfehl^yigyz- 
stan  (pop.  flfe  miOion).  which  h  not  on  the 
StafeDmitmenf  8  official  list  of  the  wockf  8 
worst  leo^oui  libe^  afimders.  but  the  2017 
liiteniatkxial  RdigioiB  Freedom  Rei^ 
audioiideB  diere  mwe  *iniposed  restzictioos 
and  hekbtened  sciutUQT  oil  ao-caQed 
(fitfooifrefigiouB  aro^*  desp^ 
tkxid  provito  oTiefigiouB 

A^g^iamdan  (m.  33  niillioa)  is  al^ 
sometimes  indudea  on  both  Central  Asia 
and  South  Asia  maps, 
fo  UibekistBn.  Govenoneat  Decree  409 

was  adopted  May  31.  reqpjiifog  idigiouB 
oommunideB  to  obfem  Bovenmiem  apfxxwal 
of  dieh  refigious  leadeir  eduoSioiiB. 

IbedecirealBoreqimiareligfouseduca- 
tkm  insdtudooB  to  oblun  government 
appiovalofdielrleaden'reBgfousediica- 
txxM,  aooofding  to  Forum  iB,  a  news  service 
diM  lepofto  on  religious  IfoertyviolMioi^ 


Accordfog  to  USCIRF's  2018  Annual 
Report,  sewne  religious  liberty  advocates 
%vere  optmiisdc  lak  year  diat  iiewiy  cfected 
Pread^  Shavkat  Mindyoyev  would  relax 
the  repression  of  rdigious  needoin.  but 
despte  some  changes  in  religious  poli¬ 
cies  like  easing  some  restricQons  on  the 
practioe  of  Islam,  the  government  has  not 
yet  embarked  on  a  ingtor  deviation  feom 
Its  overall  policy  of  severe  restriction  of 
tdi^ouB  fteedocn.  premfeed  on  the  threat 
posed  by  Islamic  extremism. 

Antoi^  tffigiouB  Bbedyvkfadons  allege 
by  Fonan  In  UdKkktan  over  the  past  year 

■  One  member  of  a  Baptist  efaurm  in 
diedtyofKarshiwasiailedanddireeodi- 
en  fiiM  for  ineeting  iv  wofsfaip  without 
pennaBsfon. 

■  A  Baptist  couple's  eiA-year-okl  son 
m  dw  Navoi  legkm  was  taken  fipom  school 
widrnm  hk  parents' pecxnMQo  arid  quesr 

tfooed  by  government  officialB. 

■  A  JcdKwah's  Whiiess  in  Uigench 
was  tortured  after  the  rehgiouB  assembly 
be  attended  attempted  to  obtain  state 


IsaftSB^unacaslon  are*at  paesent  hnnos- 
kble*  to  fiilflifor  some  oiganintioo^ 
Forum  iS  reported,  because  there  is  no 
o€kisl  government  office  to  recognise 
foreign  religious  education. 

Aoooiffing  to  the  State  Department  s; 
Intenatkiod  ReiigiouF  Fieedcm  Report 
for  2017,  Udieklaw^ieouires  religious 
gnmm  to  register  wUh  dw  novermneiit 
anldeclaresrdigiousactMMofuiitegis- 
tered  groups  to  be  iHegaL'' 

Unauthorised  instances  of  evangrisini, 


hi  Central  A^'s  other  two  CPCs. 

TglOdstan  oondnued  in  2017  *1d 
suppress  displayB  of  public  religiosity 
astf^aspeneaiteiniiioiityoQaununi- 
des.  Fersoos  sentenced  to  prison  iadude 
alksed  Saiafisto  [members  of  a  branch 
witmn  Sunni  Iriam],  a  Jehovah’s  Witness 
ooDscieiitious  object,  and  a  Protestant 
pastor  *  aocordina  to  USCIRF 

IXinmienistan^  ivideiy  considered 
the  most  cloaed  of  die  former  Soviet 
states  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  govem- 


Uittuthoriaed  instances  of  evangehsm.  statesandthisisreflectedintfaegovem- 
distribadngrdigioik  literature,  and  poa-  znenftaeverernireasionoficllgiw 

•esshig  rengfous  materiak -- iiicit^^  freedom.*  USCuu' said. 

BSptistRecord _ _ 


Miam  H.fariunsir 


ItoyMaftn 

LayssSOssIgs 

frtffxngOmbctorg 
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dnchjwdtooUSncbiony 
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'  ^  volume  142  •  NUM0 

Pdmtd  ---fi  At-H-'i"  Lit  .jijF,  4 


L0IM5.  New  Akany  asSaSkamrinatss 
Oimek  Wilson,  (Cosciuaiu}  ta  Tfa  EdilBr.  Baplia 
CaialpnfiBtvBS.OdQni  RoeoRl,  PO.  Bw  S30 
GartavtBoyd.Bfoofc^tswn  Jadr4fln.M$ 
39706(630 

Don  Hicks  Bi»y  Spnrejs 

. . .  ^W(6(r»?^3330 

Send  efong^  <  ^  tapfi^rsamfC 
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Church’s  roll  purge 
incites  media  ‘circus 


CAVE  CfTY,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Keo-  Frankfoct,  Ky^  told  BP  he  timt- 
tocky  Baptisti  are  defending  a  ed  in  reapooae  to  die  Henld- 
ditirai  utommcd  in  secular  ine>  Leader's  coverage  became  *1 
dia  oudetB  over  tta  practice  of  don't  want  cfatirdM  to  be  afraid 
dxurch  (badnline.  to  do  cfaurdi  discinline  aefl  and 

Ckve  Qty  (Ky.)  Church,  90  do  dnsrch  right  be- 

miles  north  tfNaahvile,  sent  a  1^-  cawediey  fear  a  reaction.* 
ter  Ju(y  16  to  neatly  70  members  David  Prince  pastor  of  Lex- 

theefautehaflegesewre  not  attend  ingjton’sAshlanaAvenijnCbarcIi, 
ing*habituaDy,  givmg*regulaf^  tweeted  that  the  Herald-Leader 
or  sharina  in  the  oongre^stion's  was  "outraged  a  church  would 
"oigannea  work*  as  reouned  of  care  about  its  members  enouihto 
mCTbersfedieciairdi'sDylaws.  hold  them  accountable.  Wh^s 
Ibe  letter  staled,  "One  CSly  their  outrage  over  other  groups 
B^aist  Church  cheodies  you  as  that  have  standards?” 
a  member  of  this  fidlowsfaq),*  but  Broers  said  sending  the  let- 
‘Sour  tirnii*  has  been  removed  ter  was  a  ooflaborative  decision 
from  the  menibcrship  roD,”  ao>  made  bv  him,  associate  paste 
ooidim  to  a  photo  of  the  letter  Steven  Wilaon,  and  the  chair- 
pubbshed  on  Faoebook.  *lhe  manofdeacoos  —  witfa^thedea- 
doofs  of  Cave  City  Baptist  Church  coos’ support* 
wffl  ahvM  be  open  to  you,”  the  Broers  oas  ptetored  Cave  Qty 
letteradoedL  for  only  about  a  year,  but  the 

Within  two  neivspepers  process  of  contacting  absemee 
and  tefeviskn  stafrona  had  re-  members  has  spnnned  the  past 
poi^  on  the  letter  in  NsshviOe;  eight  yeais,  he  said.  At  least  three 
Loinsvilfe  1^.;  Lezin^on,  Ky,;  lefrers  have  gone  out,  and  home 
and  BowhK  Green,  Ky.  Headlines  visits  have  bra  attempt^  the 
inchated:  "Church  menfoen  fun-  pastor  said,  noti^  shut-ins  re- 
ous  after  pastor  levoloes  member-  oeive  pastoral  visits  and  are  not 
ship8»*  and  "Kentud^  church  sent  subject  to  church  disdpline  far 
letteis  kkking  out  members  over  failing  to  attend, 
common  transgressions.*  Broers  told  BP  that  in  hind- 

Cave  City  pastor  Ryan  Broers  sight,  "I  wish  we  would  hawe 
told  Baptist  Press  (BP)  via  text  worded  the  letter  differently.* 
message  he  is  "wean^  of  the  media  StflL  be  added  in  a  Faoebook 
circus  and  "lots  of  lies  and  half-  post,  *1  know  it  [the  letter]  %woot 
frutbaarebeuKtokL*  mdoe  me  popular  (none  who 

*7  really  wim  this  thing  would  preached  tbe  truth  in  the  Bftile 
bin  r”**"**  *"~*  ware  wen  of)  but  1  am 

Brom  nSa  only  reason  not  in  a  pdpedarity  contest  Tm 
I  conanented  pdblicfe  »  that  it  fryfoa  to  nm  people  to  Jesaa 
beesDke  pubfic  knowledge  when  and  me  inherent  respouafliAfeB 
a  num  has  not  been  to  the  diatoomealon|witfaDeingaft3l- 
church  in  20  >oar8  made  it  public  lowerofChrist 
onPtebook.  Ainoc|Ldia|;tV^Qtled  letter  le- 

*"niis  is  1  church  discipline  dpients,  Samantha  Bsters  told 
issue  *nH  we  are  following  our  Bowling  Green’s  W6KO  tekvi 
byfews.  Many  aHmipin  for  aev^  sioo  station  she  attended  Gaspe 
era!  years  were  made  both  in  let-  City  Chipdi  three  weeb  prior 
ten  and  in  person  when  people  to  receiving  the  notification  and 
could  be  located  and  were  wQGng  did  not  "ever  want  to  go  back  to 
to  speak.  If  anyone  feels  they  re-  that  church.* 
oeivra  toe  letters  in  error,  they  are  LynnTYaylordirBCtorofnMs- 

weloonietDadlandbaveaoonver-  sioos  for  toe  liberty  Associarinn 
sationwitome.*  of  Baptists  in  Giagow,  Ry.,  wito 

'  Among'  Baptists  to  defend  %vbkh  Cave  Cfty  (Jnurch  ooopo^ 
the  church.  Southern  Seminaiy  ates,  %vrole  in  a  July  20  e-mii  to 
administrBtDr  Hershael  York  in  the  assodatfon’s  diurches  that  ao- 
LouisviOe,  said  in  a  series  of  dal  media  and  news  outlets  "are 
tweets  that  he  asked  toe  Lexfo^on  tdling  only  one  side  of  toe  story.* 
Herald-Leader  staff  member  who  1  personally  spoke  wito  the 
reported  on  Cave  Qhr  Church  "if  Pastor  at  Cave  Qty,  wbo  aaniies 
the  Rotary  Qub  dismisBing  mem-  me  that  this  is  not  a  unilateral 
bers  for  non-attendame  and  non-  action  on  his  part  (as  has  been 
payment  of  dues  is  noteworthy.*  wrondy  communicated)  and 

York,  dean-designate  of  South-  that  the  church  did  due  diiigmnr 
em  Seminary’s  school  of  theolo^.  in  oorttacting  and  oommunicat- 
•Afed  that  a  fur  headline  womd  ing  wito  members  prior  to  toe 
be,  "Church  requires  members  to  .  mailing  which  was  puMidzed  by 
take  their  ocanrxiitinent  seriously.*  many  who  were  not  in  contact 
York,  wbo  also  serves  as  wito  or  members  of  the  church,* 
pastor  of  Buck  Run  Church  in  Tkaylor  wrote. 


Photo  by  Sdrearo  stLidio/$hiittarstock.cofn 


Adoption  agency  protection 
moves  forward  in  Congress 


tatives  Appropriations  Commit-  'The  CWPtA  would  not  onh 
tee  indudra  Child  Wdfere  guarantee  feMKbaaed  dula 
Provider  Inchisinn  Act  (CWPIA)  welferf  aradea  are  not  din- 

in  a  mntongbiD  approved  July  criminated  against,  but  would  , - 

11.  Hit  prqfXMal,  H.R.  1881,  furtoerthegoalofasetQgvulner-  Ckafaolic  Soda!  Services  (G8^ 
would  bar  the  federal  govern-  able  childreo  united  w&  loving  had  brought  suit  after  Fhiladel- 
ment  as  well  as  ai]y  state  or  load  fiunflies.*  Department  of  Human 

govemmeots  that  receive  fed-  ERLC  included  ettectmfant  Services  stopped  cooperating 
end  funds  from  disariminatiiig  of  toe  CWPIA  as  a  priority  in  wito  CSS  and  Bethany  Christian 
raiiMSortakii^actioni^afosta  its  2018  legislative  agenda  and  Services  becaiw  they  reftsed  to 
^mdwdfere  agency  that  refriaes  organned  a  July  3  Mtter  wito  plaoechildren  in  same  sex  homes, 
to  provide  aernoesm  a  way  thxt  nearfe  70  signatories  that  urged  In  another  case,  CatooMc 
oooflkte  wito  its  religious  beliefr  the  Appropnatioos  Committee  Charities  of  FoctWorih  has  been 
or  nxiial  ooDvictions,  such  as  toadaRtotheUtoor,  HHS,and  suedlvdediningtoplaoechil- 
idadiK  children  with  same  sex  Education  bffl.  dren  wito  a  same  sex  couple, 

couples.  Nine  states  have  laws  that  US.  Rep.  Robert  Adenxdt  (R- 

enacted,  the  le^datkm  require  chQd  wdfere  agencies  AL),  who  introduced  CWPIA  as 
would  require  the  US.  Depart-  to  place  children  with  same  sex  anamendnienttotoefimdiDgbiD 
ment  of  Human  Services  (HHS)  comdes  for  aefoption,  foster  care,  and  is  oo-chairman  of  the  House 
to  %vithhold  15%  of  federal  funds  or  both,  accoitonx  to  Reuters  Coditkm  on  Adoption,  said  after 
fitxn  a  state  or  k)cal  government  Nevvs  Service:  Camornia,  Mary-  its  adoption  his  goal  was  "to  cn- 
tfaat  viol2a  itsban.  land,  Maasachusetta,  New  Jer-  courage  slates  to  inchide  all  ex- 

Southem  Baptfets’  Etoks  fe  s(^,  Nevada,  New  York,  Oregon,  pernoedarrilioeDsed  child  vrel- 
Retigioitt  Libeity  Commission  Rfr^  bland,  and  Wisoonstn.  bie  arades  so  that  childreD  are 
inteshviUe  (ERLC)  and  other  Meanwhile,  nine  other  states  placea  in  carinL  loving  homes 
advocstes  for  the  bin  have  caDed  have  enacted  measures  that  pro-  %vhere  they  can  torive. 
for  a  fed^  solution  to  the  tect  the  right  of  agencies  to  abide  *We  need  more  suroort  for 

growing  pattern  of  state  and  k>-  by  their  rJigious  or  moral  con-  these  families  and  craiaren  in 
cal  governrnents  requiring  adop-  vktioos  in  adoption  and  foste  criris,  ncR  bax*  MeaBwfaile,  the 
tion  and  foster  care  to  care:  Alabama,  Kansas,  kfkhi-  Human  Rights  OKopaign  (HRC) 

place  chikfaen  wito  homosexiial  gsn,  Mbsbsypi,  North  Dahota,  -- toe  courtly’s  bigeat 
oomte  or  shut  down  adoption  Okbhoma,  South  Dakota,  Tex-  otganntafinn  advocating  for  les- 
servkxB.  aB,andViKinia.  bian,  gy,  biaexual  and  tianagen- 

ERLC  Presidert  luiasdl  The  divfiionainoiig  toe  slates  der(wtnr)iiihb-cHtkbedtoe 

Moore  expressed  grttitnefe  for  and  threats  to  agmies  in  some  committees  action, 
the  comiiMtee's  support  for  the  juriacfictioos  calf  for  federal  ac-  "Any  Member  of  Congress 
mereure.  *Pioterthrt  tits  ritots  tion,  ERLC  and  Ite  aBba  arid  in  wImaiqgxxtetobamBDdbaMrtb 
of  titose  who  are  dedierteJ  to  the  July  3  latter.  clreriyststiy  tfastftjsnyreim- 

caring  for  the  mret  vukiertole  *X9lieA  tbs  heavy  inveataMOt  portart  to  them  to  dbcriniiiiate 
•nMf  m  oohr  ensures  toat  oftinfedarrigovcnanertfaiddd  num  it  b  to  find  lovioR  honres 
more  dhfldrcn  have  access  to  toe  servfeas  sndBie  woeftiBy  focoo-  for  chfltoen  in  need,”  srtd  David 
love  and  nmpoft  they  so  deeper-  tisterttendtory  across  toe  states,  Steqr,  HRCk  diredDr  of  govem- 
stety  need/nSfora  toM  Baptbt  we  bdfeve  titis  problem  juilifise  msrtaffein. 
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"I  know  it  [the  letter]  vuon't  make  me  popular  (none 
who  preached  the  tnjih  in  the  Bible  were  thought  wel 
of)  but  Y  am  not  in  a  poputerity  coniest.  Fm  trying  te> 
point  people  to  Jesus  and  the  inhaient  lesponsbties 
that  come  along  with  being  a  folower  of  Chrnt.* 


i 


'V  Xot  kMig  ago  I  was  walkingthrougfa 
1^1  acemctoy,  jurtk>olQ]^dow 


apparently  from  him:  *1  did  my  beat 
sometiimea.*  When  I  saw  that  quotation, 
it  stopped  me.  I  was  there  by  myaelf  unn 
I  rust  atared  at  the  quotation.  I  thmight 
about  vdiy  he  woula  put  that  on  hla 
pave.  I  did  not  know  the  man.  To  my 

knowledge,  I  had  no  contact  him 
or  ever  had  aiqr  knowledge  of  him,  Imt  I 
thought  his  words  could  probably  be  on 
virtually  every  grave  manoer  in  me  cem- 
and  maybe  every  other  cemetery . 

Ine  quotation  is  true  of  all  of  us,  , 
especiaily  me.  AH  of  us  at  some  time  or 
other  probably  have  done  our  best,  and 
at  otho’  times  we  haven’t  quite  given 
om  best  As  I  stood  there  I  to  grips 

with  the  fret  that  this  is  may  be  the  most 
honert  guy  I  had  ever  come  acroas  in  a 
cemetery,  a  man  who  would  live  and  die 
and  say,  ^  did  my  best ...  somethnes.* 

I  thought  about  myself  and  I  thot^ht 
about  ao  mainr  great  servants  of  God 
about  whom  could  be  said,  *I  did  my 
bert ...  aomftiiuea.* 

1  thought  about  Samson  (Judges  ts- 
i6>.  With  grett  eipectitions  of  wbat  w 

true  to  the  Lord  and  took  on  those  who 
were  against  the  Lord  and  did  battle 


I  Did  My  Best ...  Sometimes 


with  a  jawbone  of  a  donkey.  However, 
the  be^  way  to  describe  Sampson  may 
be  that  he  played  arouna  %vxth 
his  calling,  jokmg  with  a  woman  who 
wanted  to  know  me  secret  of  his  power. 
He  was  less  than  serious  and  not  totally 
ocrnimitted  to  the  Lord.  Hishfrand 
minist^braan  to  decline.  He  ended  tm 
Mindeo  anefin  chains.  He  wondered  f 
God  could  use  him  ever  agaiiL  It  could 
be  said,  he  did  his  iM ...  sometimes. 

I  thought  about  David  (i  Samuel 
i6  - 1 2),  the  great  Uim  of  Israel 
who  it  stuTlaiided  for  aD  ofhii  great¬ 
ness  whether  in  writing  songs  or  goina 
to  bstde.  He  weD  coulThiive^ 
his  last  biesdi,  did  my  best ...  some- 
tin^”  There  were  those  times  when 
b*  did  not  do  his  best  He  was  at 
the  heignt  of  hit  glory,  1  suppose,  when 


he  volunteered  to  take  on  a  neat  giant 
and  later,  when  he  %vas  askra  to  be 
and  was  anointed  —  hut  when  his  troops 
were  headed  out  to  battle,  he  stayed 
home  and  leered  at  a  woman  not  his 
wife  that  he  ivrnted  to  have.  Maybe  die 
best  known  moment  in  his  life  is  when 
he  npe  in  to  his  desire  and  emered  an 
aemherous  relationship  vridi  the  woman. 
In  putting  aO  of  hh  life  together,  he 
probabfe  could  have  written  across  14  *1 
did  my  best ...  somedmes.* 

The  grest  New  Testament  character 
of  Simon  Peter  h  the  moat  vocM,  po¬ 
tentially  most  outstuiding  of  all  the 
diKipIssofJlesus.  In  ttiA,  he  had  gnat 
moaient8aiidhed&lhisbest...sou»- 
dmes.  He  wastheonbrdisdpleofwliieh 
we  me  aware  who  ever  waUora  on  water 
because  of  his  trust  in  Christ  (Matthew 


14: 22-31).  He  was  die  one  %dio  spoke 
out  confident  to  say  to  JesiM,  *Thoi«h 
I  should  die  widi  th^  yet  wffl  I  not  deny 

were  shining 

under  pressure  he  denied  Jesus  widi  a 

22:54^^That  his^iM^hom. 

He  would  0)  on  to  preach  at  the  Day  of 
Pentecost  (Acts  2:1-47)  and  tfamwandg 
would  oonie  to  commit  their  lives  to  Je¬ 
sus.  It  could  easily  be  put  on  his  grave¬ 
stone,  *I  did  my  best ...  somedmes.” 

Make  your  own  list  Put  anyone  you 
want  to  on  diere  —  Noah,  Jeremiah, 
Solomon,  Saul,  Paul,  me,  and  maybe 
yourseH  No  one  ever  liv^  giving  their 
an  the  dme,  every  tin^  in  every 
situation  and  in  every  crisis,  except  one 
person.  He  stands  alone  in  all  of  time 
and  histoiy,  for  He  did  do  His  bcBi ...  all 
the  time.  The  sinless  Savior.  Jesus,  idio 
came  and  loved  and  gave  His  life  just  for 
you  and  me,  left  an  empty  tomb  because 
He  not  01^  did  His  best.  He  did  His 
in  bei^  raised  frqm  the  dead.  Nei- 
thtt  sin,  nor  desth,  nor  the  grave  could 
^  Him.  It  can  09^  be  said  of  Him,  He 
did  His  beat  It  wasQT  just  for  Him.  He 
<hdn*t  even  have  to  come  and  live  among 
us,  be  treated  the  wiQT  He  was,  and  then 
die  for  our  sins  —  but  He  <fid,  just  for 
you  and  me.  Thanks  be  to  (kid  tibat  in 
Jem  Christ  the  living  Lord  it  eoidd  be 
”lfe  <fid  Hk  beat ...  an  the  time.” 
Thank  You,  Lord. 

The  author  can  be  coMCKted  at  di^ 
tions^mbebutrg. 
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Iiere  could  be  a  tpecial  called 
senion  of  Legislatuie  in  the 


to  Diish  for  a  state  lottery. 

How  did  our  state  economy  get  in 
such  bad  shapewith  aU  t^t  money 
that  a  former  Governor  promised  trom 
CASINO  gambling?  What  is  the  next 
quick  cure  in  the  future? 

In  the  words  of  President  Reagan, 
tl»re  you  go  again.*  This  issueis 
snll  on  the  Dubole.  Unless  many  of 
you  speak  up  and  contact  the  Gover¬ 
nor  the  Lt  Governor,  the  Speaker, 
and  your  Senator  and  Repr  muta¬ 
tive,  there  could  be  another  effort  in 
August  to  start  a  sUte  lottery.  Ihope 
not,  and  I  pray  not,  but  unless  many 
myou  contact  our  elected  leaders,  I 
tear  "Here  %ve  go  again.* 

^  ooKutive  director-treasurer 
^theOMstkmAOkmQmmiiisiarL 
He  can  be  reached  at  (6oi)2Q2-ss29/ 
qff^(^)2af^63/c^orbye-^maa 


go  again 


lo<t<WlbroWot.ii.o,JmdTO- 

^Oiir^>venm  used  his  State  of  the  nomic  reasons.  We  are  stifl  waiting 

to  iMith  for  their  report— which  was  due  fa%i 
a  state  lo^iy.  Becaimofgooamra  the  January  session  of  2018. 
and  wmnen  in  our  Legislature,  we  sur-  Everyone,  wdL  nearhr  evervoiw. 

wgnlT  Mwion  wittKNit  a  atought  a  state  lotte^tmTSomidea] 

ha^eicuse  to  can  for  a  special  session  in  the  Capitol,  m  survived  this  past 

without  a  stoteS^. 

spe^jsesaiooi^tiMalptt^  hetrd  that  *the  third  time  is 

charmed.*  And  yet  our  Governor  coul 
meke  a  fourth  attempt  in  20  months  h 
^  Govemmr  said  ^  his  Imcywitii  a  state  lottery,  tf 

wm  getting  our  money.  We  sent  hesucceeckiinAi^iist,  hklegacywin 

the  committee  our  letter  oppodng  the  be  the  LOTTERY. 


In  spite  of  the  jobs  that  will  be  lost 

in  our  state  because  of  a  lottery,  he 
continues  to  push  for  it.  In  spite  of 
the  smaH  bumnesses  that  will  ^ut 
down  because  of  a  lottery,  he  contin¬ 
ues  to  push.  In  spite  of  asking  lower 
mcome  citizens  to  p^  a  bigger  share 
of  our  roads  and  bnd^  he  continues 
topush.  In  spite  of  the  M  that  a  lot- 
toy  win  put  a  huge  burden  on  every 
church  to  provide  food  snH  gas  for 
those  who  wasted  their  money  on  lot¬ 
tery  tidtos,  he  continues  to  push.  In 
rohe  of  the  foct  tiuit  the  state’s  part  of 
the  revenue  from  a  state  lott^  is  onK 


NOBTS  announces  Fall  2018 
classes  at  Broadmoor,  Madison 


Hwwirspna-Ot  spscMM  events  viat  talia  piece  m  rnopeietifiQ 
churches  of  toe  Miseisaippi  Baptisi  CoggyUon.  News  Kerm 
and/or  photographs  depictino  ai^  activities  for  teculer 

or  outside  mgs  niriiwinii  not  be  pebKshed. 

Pteiaried  matood:  news  may  be  aubmitted  electronice>y 
to  toe  e^nail  eddaee  below,  end  muet  be  inchided  in  toe 

an  eoiel  form.  Secondary  meltiod:  newe 
may  be  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  ll-iiKto  pe> 

pot  and  matMirMdptea  muet  be  received  in  writing;  no  er- 
toe  tefophone.  Due  to  everpieeent 
virui  toreOi;  ho  Itr  ettetliineiai  vdl  be  accepted  Photograph 
imwUmieiaa  are  permMble. 

^heemmdhe-artktmamome.  Include  toe  who.  ^lat.  vtoen. 
'^'hene  ttosiii  oHhe  story,  along  with  a  coniacc  person's. 


TteouAtiiiseartttisionpfT)- 
Sonmaiy  (NOBTS)  agun%viD  be  gram,  mkrs  offers  eecmlM 
offering  pdetoK^  afford^  local  theofo^ 

dasees  for  FsD  2018  throim  training  allowing  students  ac- 
LeaveO  Ooflege’s  Jackson  £1-  ocas  to  quality  seminary 

edneatfoo  witomt  rdocatii^ 
Qmicfa,  MaAwn.  The  fofiowing  Through  the  Jackson  Eztensioa 
dassn  win  meet  on  Moodsys  Cento,  students  can  pursue  and 
starte  Aumt  20:  obtain  an  Aamdate  in  Christian 

M  uRrocaaction  to  Chrialian  Ministiy  Degree  and/or  a  Bacb- 


SULUVAN  said.  “We  would  tithe  one  offer- 

core,  from  p.1  decide  how  it  would  give.* 

noting  in  N«.Ort«-  v«Sto*:^SSrfS 
AlW  hwnir  hni^ijut  _  Mtod  leceipts  to  the  CoopeTstive 

n„,  ,  dolhr  into 

■ridhet^^.tecColfcring  iris's 

envelopes  divided  mto  two  sec-  hemud^  me 

amcfeeL  Board. 

ntwwawoidaMdqrwhen  "He  lived  ommeoiMly.  m 

^caRSl.“l.-S 

OoovnooD  tajepoft  had  the  segregttkm  cawed  him  to  be  ao 
ODoperteive  Program,  ftiffivan  harassed  for  that  stand  that  he 


received  many  death  threats.  He 
had  to  move  his  fomily  out  of 
NatfaviDe  to  a  suburban  area  in 
order  to  to  better  security. 

*T  dooi  think  most  folks  in  our 


Theia  is  no  guafartee  that  news  iteme  end/or  photographs 
affi  be  publiahed.  end  unsolicited  material  wN  not  be 
adontavleilged  or  latumed.  AS  news  ileiiie  era  subfcct  to 
•dting.  end  el  photographs  ere  subfset  to  cropping.  News 
iteme  and/or  photogiaphs  can  be  pubished  one  time  only. 
Deedfote  for  eubmiftino  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
Pubbeetion  date.  Aradee  that  ere  not  date  sensitive  wil  be 


I 


jg  MEMogp/? 


A  portion  of  Thw  ViMago  Vl^w  i.s  aficcated 
ea^  month  to  a  tist  erf  <Sihs  of  Honoi  and 
Memory  Many  group*,  and  indtVKloafs 
•*oct  to  p«y  tribute  to  diberii  tbroogb  this 
sensthve  moaningftjli'’  and  hetpfut 
medium  rtn.T  leatore  is  bopeJuMy  rte- 
sign«‘<i  to  fviTtber  ttonor.  tw.tb  ta^t»»  and  r«v 
s^)ecl  those  who  are  and  have  been  spe¬ 
cial  to  special  fnerids. 


CH1U>^ 


Mr.EdGk^bva 
Ms.-naaesarahsli 
>llB.llQrlliK]lfiK 
Osmdn  aod  l^ndal  PiMdo 
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Mr.  D»41  Rainey 
Mr.EdGninm 
M*  Nonna  V/Ocutt 
Mrs.  ^Gm  Ragr 
Mrs.  Dot  Wtloushby 
Mn.B.J.(;iWiam.». 


Sean  A.  MBiicr,  Executive  Director 
P.aBo«27 
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Mr.  A  Mia.  Moms  E  Newton.  Jr. 
Mrs.  Faye  Bailey 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mrs.  Peony  Waatuncton 
Mr.  Hu^BaDard 
Mr.  fr  Mrs.  Jliuny  Jenkam 
Ms.  Juanibi  Berletta 
KifcjeetooBC 

ThoaipMm  and  liUie  Mae  Baitowr 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Wsynemnan 
Mr.  Wade  Bamfain 
Mr.  a  Mis.  Byron  Dem 


Tha  Baptist  Chtidran'a  Village/Mtssisaippi  Baptist  Orphanaga  Bi^^nual  Alumni 
Reunion  was  bald  Saturday.  July  M.  2018  at  Eagle  Ridge  Confaranca  Center  in 
Raymond.  Mississippi.  This  event  is  held  every  other  year  and  open  to  all  former 
rasidants  aiKi  staff  along  with  their  familias.  It  is  a  worularful  opportunity  for  Mb* 
sissippi's  largest  family  to  reconnect  with  friends  snd  family,  ranninisca  about  all  tha 
special  times,  arxl  give  thanks  for  all  God  has  dona. 


Mr.  WUliani  Terry 
HoOsnkleBC 
Mr.  Bill^  Thames 
The  Rogers  Ftonfly 
Thomas  Wayne  Thornton 
Ms.  Ewfyn  Thornton 
Mn.ChariatleTiadale 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Rneee  Dooiiaa,  Jr. 
Ms.  Dorothy  Townamd 
QdvaiyBC 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Gem  McMidari 
and  Family 
Hassei  VandevoKkr 
Mr.KirkVmdewnder 
AlioeWalher 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Lott 
Mr.  Harold  Waraock 
Mrs.  Anna  E  Codarhani 
Jean  Watta 

Dribert  a  Yvonne  Bdwarda 
Mr.  David  BwlWalnni 
Ms.  Cathy  TtibMe 
Ms.  Mar^  E  Shocmake-Riley 
M5.Vii9e  Welch 
Mr  .  a  Mrs.  Jknmy  W.  Wekh 
Mr.  W.V.Weat 
Mr.aMrs.RiciMBdN. 
Humphreys 
Mrs.  Psari  WOay 
Ms.  EOenW  .  White 
Mrs.  Stephanie  Jo  Rthner 
WOManis 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  OntlB  A  Buchanan 
Mr.aMrs.lteiyPcnry 
Bob  NavnnaD  ninbr '  Bartars. 
Sarah,  Mary  Av  and  Doom 
Mr.  a  Mr*  JhaMB  P.  Aicbar 


MEMORIALS 


£tevidRay 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Lott 
Mr.ChriiReid 
Ms.  Barham  Curiee 
Mr.  Dick  Reynoldi 
Mr.  a  Mis.  Jim  Blair 
M*WihDa  Holstein  and 
Ftenily 

Richard  Reynokh 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Cfaes  Brewer 
Mrs.  Martha  Richardnn 
FSitMulWorkenSSC, 

OM  Forest  BC 
Mr.  Jerry  Rkks 

^  Mr.  a  Mrs.  Paul  Roberts.  Jr., 
Abhy.  RusmO.  Juke,  Owen 
Mr.  James  Robertscai 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Curds  A  Buchanan 
Mr.  Hany  Saveli 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Jim  Rxadiing 
Charles  SemoQS 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Larry  Oaka 
NellShdby 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Billy  a  Hwtii«s 
Mr.  Cterrofl  Sknith 
H*  Linda  B.  Vance 
Mrs  Sandka  Stnith 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Jeaae  E  Johnaoo 
Iva  Steel 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Bily  G.  Hretn^p 
Mr*  Lflk  Stewart 
^  Dr.aMrs.BaiWolvertoo 
Mr.LmnntJanel 
Mr.  Ramfy  Stewart 
Mr.  a  Ml*  Jfanmy  Wittinaan 


The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  de^ndent  children  or  pecs,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  vdth  standards 
and  ethics  expeaed  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Vil- 
bge  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everting  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  Iaundf7  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  Is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparenu  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emodonal  heahh.They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  offpif  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccadeObeptistchildrinsyillage.com  or  601-^22- 
2241 

A  complete  )ob  description  and  application  may  be  downk>aded 
at  www.beptisechlldrensvlBege.coff>-. 
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^  Sunday  School  I^bbbmtor  July  29, 2%l%^ 


Restored  •  2  Samuel  19:1-16 


Last  week's  lesson  overview  dosed 
with  David  and  most  of  his  court  run¬ 
ning  for  their  lives  from  Jerusalem. 
This  was  a  sad  hut  needed  esca^.  Ab¬ 
salom  was  tricked  into  not  takiM  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  weak  moment  of  dis¬ 
array.  But  we  are  studying  a  very  sad 
time  in  David's  life  even  though  he  U 
restored  to  his  castle  and  reign  over  all 
of  Isr^L  The  historian  recording  this 
period  of  Israel's  history  wrote  this  of 
David's  frantic  escape  from  Jerusalem, 
"David  was  dimbing  the  slope  of  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  weeping  as  he  ascend¬ 
ed.  His  head  covered,  and  he  was  walk¬ 
ing  barefoot,*  2  Samuel  15:30  (CSB). 
Picture  in  your  mind  Goas  anointed 
k^  (a  man  after  God's  own  heart  who 
killed  a  Giant  with  a  sling  shot)  run- 
ni^  aw;i^  barefoot. 

Today  8  key  passage  tells  us,  *The 
King  is  weeping.  He^  mourning  over 
Absalom.  . .  .  "But  the  king  covered 
his  face  and  cried  loudly,  'My  son  Ab¬ 
salom!  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son!**  2 
Samud  19:1-4  (CSB).  David's  troops 
had  beaten  the  rebel  forces  under  Ab¬ 
salom  but  his  son  had  been  killed  by 
Joab.  David  had  ordered  Joab  not  to 
kill  his  son  even  though  20,000  sol¬ 
diers  from  his  army  would  die  defend¬ 
ing  David  frrom  Ab^om's  rebellion. 

David  was  so  distraught  over  his 
son's  death  that  the  army  was  denied 


their  victorious  return.  "That  day's 
victory  was  turned  into  mourning  for 
all  the  troops  because  on  that  day  the 
troops  heard.  The  king  is  nieving 
over  his  son.'  So  they  returns  to  the 
dty  quietly  that  day  like  troops  come 
in  when  they  are  humiliated  after  6ee- 
ing  in  battle,*  2  Samuel  19:2-3  (CSB). 
David's  mourning  was  compl^^  out 
of  control  and  he  was  not  functioning 
well  as  a  ruling  monarch.  Dr.  Duane 
A.  Garrett, 

P  r  o  f  e  8  - 
sor  of  Old 
Testament 
Interpre¬ 
tation  at 
Southern 
Seminary 
and  author 
of  the  Bible 
commen¬ 
tary  for  this 
quarter’s  leader's  ^de  said  "David 
lamented  inconsolably*  and  "David’s 
failure  as  a  leader  could  hardly  be 
more  complete.” 

"Joab  went  into  the  house  of  the 
king  and  said.  Today  you  have  shamed 
all  your  soldim— those  who  saved  your 
life  as  weD  as  yoiu  sons,  your  wives . . . 
you  have  made  it  clear  that  the  com¬ 
manders  and  soldiers  mean  nothing  to 
you.  In  fact,  today  I  know  that  if  AbM- 


lom  were  alive  and  all  of  us  were  dead, 
it  would  be  fine  with  you!*  2  Samuel 
ip:5-6(CSB).  The  commanders  of  Da- 
vms  army  had  realised  how  suacepti- 
bie  he  was  to  losins  control  over  tryme 
to  protect  his  son  that  they  had  uened 
him  not  to  go  out  into  battle  with  them 
for  fear  he  would  breakdown  on  the 
battlefield  if  he  thought  his  son  Absa¬ 
lom  was  hurt  or  in  danger.  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  David  had  listened  to  his  generals 
and  adviser 
and  stayed 
away  from 
the  battle 
field. 

One  of 
David's 
strengths 
was  he 
would  listen 
to  those  who 
challenged 
his  poor  behavior  and  decisions.  When 
Naman  challenged  his  actions  over  his 
adultery  with  Bathsheba  and  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Uriah,  he  repeated  and  sought 
formveness  from  G<^  Here  in  today's 
Bilne  Story,  David  took  heed  of  me 
harsh  warning  frrom  Joab.  As  an  abso¬ 
lute  monarch,  he  could  order  Joab  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  such  a  harsh  attack  on  his 
behavior.  David  listened  and  heeded 
Joab’s  warning  when  he  boldly  said. 


"Now  set  up!  [I  bdieve  that  Conunand- 
er  Joab  was  using  bis  full  loud  com¬ 
mand  voice.]  Go  out  and  encourage 
your  soldiers,  for  1  swear  by  the  LORD 
that  if  you  don't  go  o^  not  a  man  will 
remain  wifii  you  tonimt.  This  will  be 
worse  for  you  than  all  the  trouble  that 
has  come  to  you  from  your  youth  until 
now!”  2  Samuel  19:7. 

Once  amun  King  David  listened  and 
acted  quickly  on  good  advice.  "So  the 
king  ^  up  and  sat  in  the  dty  gaie, 
and  all  the  people  were  told:  'Look, 
the  King  is  sittuig  in  the  dty  nte.* 
Then  th^  all  came  into  the  lung's 
presence,  2  Samuel  19:8  (CSB).  It 
was  a  honor  to  come  into  the 
Kinys’s  presence  and  the  soldiers  and 
their  commanders  were  encouraged. 

There  was  a  nneral  murmuring 
among  thepeople  about  fully  acceptii« 
and  restoring  David  as  the  King  of  all 
Israel,  so  David  took  decisive  action. 
He  told  the  priests  to  send  word  to  the 
dders  sayii^  "Why  should  you  be  the 
last  to  restore'  the  king  to  his  palace?* 
Then  David  reminded  them,  ^ou  are 
my  brothers,  my  flesh  and  blood.  So 
why  should  you  be  the  last  to  restore 
the  King?*  2  Samuel  19:12  (CSB). 


Hicks  is  assodational  missions  di¬ 
rector  jfor  Jasper  Association  in  Bay 
Springs. 


Plan  •  Nehemiah  2:1-8,17-18 


When  faced  with  Jerusalem's  ex¬ 
treme  situation,  a  burdened  Nehemiah 
cried  out  to  Go^  Ndiemiah  learned  of 
Jerusalem’s  situatioa  in  late  Antumn. 
Opportunity  to  act  presented  itsdf  in 
early  Spring 

NehcflauJi  aii-ga.  Take  ac- 
tioii  when  opportimitlea  preaent 
tkemaelvea.  Nehemiah  had  prayed 
that  God  would  grant  him  success  by 
Nehemiah's  finding  fevor  with  the 
king  and,  that  as  a  result,  the  king 
would  be  kind  to  him.  Nehemiah  alM 
asked  that  God  would  anawer  his 
prayer  "today*  -  Nehemiah  1:11  (NLT, 
NIV,KJV,CSW. 

"Early  the  following  spring...!  was 
serving  the  king  his  wine...”  Months 
later,  Nehemiah  is  stiD  burdened,  hut 
stiO  fvaiting.  The  king  notices  that  Ne¬ 
hemiah  is  "deeply  troubled.”  Nehemiah 
is  "terrified*  heenuae  to  look  sad  in  the 
king's  presence  could  result  in  death. 
Nenemiab  presents  the  situation,  and 
the  kingoffins  to  help.  Nehemiah  2:2- 
4a  (NLT)  Before  responding*  N^iemi- 
ah  prays  to  God;  then  issues  a  request 
that  the  king  send  him  *...to  Jud^  to 
rebuild  the  dty«.* 

Nehemiah  can  respond  with  any  re¬ 
quests  that  be  chooaes.  Surely,  after 
months  of  carrying  a  burden  for  Jeru¬ 
salem,  he  has  many  desires.  However, 
Nehemiah  recognises  that  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  an  answer  to  pnwer.  'Iifen- 
foie,  Ndiemish  goes  to  tne  "God  of 
Heaven*  before  answering  the  king. 


Nehemiali  Actively 

plan  for  the  won  God  has  for 
yon.  Nehemiah  boldly,  but  respect- 
niUy  answers:  "...send  me  to  Judah...” 
As  the  king's  cup  bearer,  Nehemiah 
holds  s  ^ition  of  importance.  Yet, 
vfith  coofidencfL  he  asks  the  king  to 
send  him  to  Judah.  Months  of  prayer 
•nH  planning  had  enabled  him  to  be 
organized  and  ready  when  opportu¬ 
nity  presented  itself. 

mm  Genesis  to  Revelation,  God  is 
an  organized  Creator  and  Surtainer: 
creation;  the  building  of  the  tabemade, 
the  ark,  and  .■ 


UsaBanmster 


the  Temple^ 

Salvation 
(from  Gen¬ 
esis  through 
Revelation). 

The  New 
Testament 
encourages 
us  to  vralk 
in  the  Spirit 
and  to  be 

guided  by  Hit  revelation  (Ephesians 
4:17-32;  Galatians  5).  How  do  Believ¬ 
ers  pian  and  walk  in  the  toirit? 

Paul  admonidies  the  Toessaloiuans 


his  knees  24/7.  The  idea  in  these  vers¬ 
es  is  to  remain  in  a  constant  attitude  of 
prayer.  Jesus  called  this  attitude  "re¬ 
maining  in  Him*  John  15  (^LT,  CSB). 
If  Believers  strive  to  remain  in  Jesus, 
they  vmlk  in  the  Spirit.  Following  the 

Slidelines  in  Ephesians  and  Galatians 
r  walkhm  in  tne  Spirit,  Believers  will 
perform  tnieir  doily  tasks  with  a  mind 
that  is  open  to  God  speaking  into 
their  lives  -  into  their  plans.  Walk¬ 
ing  in  the  Spirit,  does  not  mean  that 
Mievers  do  not  plan.  Believers  leave 
their  plans  open  to  the  redirecting  of 
the  Spirit, 
discerning 
whether  in¬ 
terruptions 

ies  for  Life 


2  Tlinothy  1:3  (NLT);  Paul  told  the 
Ephesians  that  he  prayed  for  them 
constantly  (Ephesians  1:16  -  NLT). 
Paul  was  a  busy  man.  He  didn't  stay  on 


tions  or  op¬ 
portunities 
to  serve. 

N  e  h  e  - 
miah  had 
plans  that 
God  had 
put  in  hia  heart  (Nehemiah  2: 12),  but 
he  waited  for  God's  timing  to  put  his 
plan  into  action.  When  opTOitunity 
presented  itself,  Nehemiah  prayed 
and  moved. 

Nehemiah  2:17*18.  Bnliat  the 
support  and  help  of  others.  Nehe¬ 
miah  entered  Jerusalem  prepared  to 
begin  his  tudu  He  had  asked  the  king 
for  letters  to  ensure  safe  passage  and 
the  securing  of  materials  (Nehemiah 


2:7-8)  NLT.  Three  days  after  arriving, 
Nebentiah  secretly  surveyed  the  situa¬ 
tion  before  speaking  to  the  leaders  in 
Jenisdem  (Ndiemiah  2:11-16).  When 
Nehemiah  approached  the  leaders  pre¬ 
pared  to  motivate  them  to  action.  He 
was  prepared,  not  only  to  present  "... 
bow  the  gracious  hand  of  God..*  has 
been  upon  him  (verse  18)  and  the  king's 
reaction:  but  be  took  time  to  survey  the 
land  and  let  God  give  him  a  practical 
plan.  Chapter  3  details  who  where 
everyone  work^  on  the  wall. 

Nehemiah  knew  that  he  couldn't 
rebuild  the  waO  alone.  He  would  nled 
the  support  and  willingness  of  those 
who  were  living  in  Jenraem. 

A  wise  leader  knows  that  his  plans 
require  sunport  and  belo.  A  wise 
leader  is  a  deader,”  not  a  dictator  or  a 
know-it-al].  Based  on  his  communion 
with  God,  a  wise  leader  approaches 
his  %vorkers  with  confidence;  but  he 
approaches  with  a  servant’s  attitude 
(John  13:1-17). 

Walking  in  the  Spirit  and  plann^ 
are  not  mutually  exdusive;  but  rather 
coexistent.  The  wise  Believer  remains 
in  the  Spirit  through  close  adherence 
to  the  disciplines  of  prayer,  Bible 
study,  and  private  worship.  He  makes 
organized  plans  for  ministry  and  ler- 
vim;  but  is  always  williiig  to  be  redi¬ 
rect^  by  the  Spirit. 

Bannister  is  a  member  of  Woodville 
Church,  WooduUle. 
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The  Baptist  Rbcxmio  July  26, 2018 


Just  for  the  Record 
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The  younger  GA's  of  SUNRISE  CHURCH,  LEAKE  CO.,  vvent 
to  cemp  at  Central  Hiite  Retreat  recently.  Sho«en  are  Emmalee  Ray, 
Emma  Venkomea  Lathan  Sanders.  Ra^  Quick.  Emmie  McDan¬ 
iel.  Laura  McMillon.  arxl  Merlie  Clair  Kelty. 


'm 


TYRO  CHURCH.  SENATOBIA.  recognized  mothers  on 
Mother's  Day. 


UBERTY  CHURCH. 
SPRINGFIELD.  MISSOURt. 

ordamed  pastor  Tyler  WiOis 
Covington  Jime  24.  He  received 
his  Sachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
Communication  Studies  from 
the  Urtiversity  of  Southern  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  his  Master  of  Dtvirv 
ity  from  Southern  Seminary. 

He  is  a  native  of  Summit.  He  is 
shown  with  hie  wife  Mallory. 


Need  a  liuht? 


liMis  N.iid.  *1  .tin  n*  '  ihi  d  ihi  wuilil. 

fi.llnu-  nn  "ill  nnl  walk 
i  Irk;.*  -  In  ''ill  li.ise  I  he 
i!  ;h{  id  III*-  ■  lidin  S:  .  2 

Sini|)l\  h.ii  r  r in^  |)r.i\ t  r 

w  It  h  =  ■  (I  in  H  .nil  n  n  ils: 


1  I  •  rd,  I  .i<  in'!  :  hat  I  he  rd  \  mi. 
I  liaN  r  ‘  inm  d  ■ 

2  1  wan*  ‘  Ill--  liii  n;^  sins 

..iul  ' .  •  1  '  nil  1 1  inn  rnal 

d.  alli.  I  r*  prill.: 
.V  I  I)  lirx-  V  il"  diiil  .ind  laist 
Irmn  tin  uraM  ti=  ImuiN*  m>  sins 
and  li:  ri  -i:n  ni\  r*  lalimishij^ 
widi  ^i»n.  I  In  lit'!  in  li  sns.i 
4.  I'N  laitit.  I  imite  .Ivstr  i  lu  tst 
intn  ittx  iiti  .  I  mill  this  linii  on. 
I  want  to  Mm  in  a  ioxinu  1 1  lationship 
with  Mini.  I  reeeiM'  i  hrist  as 
in>  ^a\  ior  and  I  oi  d.  i 


•’Uiit  as  niiiiix  as  reerixrd  him.  tn  thi-m  lu*  yaw 
till-  riiiht  to  heioine  i  hildn  ii  of  (tod.  iwen  to 
llioM*  who  IuIkm  111  Ills  iiaim-.”  hihii  I*I2» 
If  Mill  make  a  decision  tor  (  hnst  t»»da\.  tontavt  a 
lorat  Soiitlierii  H.iptist  ehiireh  tor  spiritual  utiid.iiui . 


%  f  I  i 


■  r  I  i  Vi 


\ll  \lciu\v(i\ 
S(7/(;(i/  ■ 


/ 


:  i 


I 


